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The Greeks: Crucible of Civilization

Directions: Answer the following questions based on the movie. The questions are listed in the order they appear in the film and you do not have to answer in complete sentences. 

1. What was the situation in Athens in 508 BC and why?

Pandemonium ruled the streets.  Ordinary people turned on their rulers demanding freedom from centuries of oppression.
2. What class did Cleisthenes come from and what kind of power did this group exercise over Athenians?

Cleisthenes was brought up in the aristocracy (elite - rich class).  As aristocrats, they ruled ordinary Athenians.
3. How did Aristotle describe life for most Athenians in the 6th century BC?

“A world riven by injustice.”  Commoners had no part or share in anything.  Athens was ruled by a few.
4. Where were the great civilizations in Cleisthenes day and how was Greece geographically different than these?


Great civilizations of Cleisthenes day grew up around river valleys – Egyptians, Persians (Mesopotamians/Sumerians).  Greece did not have open plains for agriculture and rivers – it was too mountainous.  
5. What Greek city seemed the most likely to dominate all others politically during Cleisthenes lifetime?

Sparta seemed most likely to dominate all others politically during Cleisthenes’ lifetime.
6. What specific stories inspired Cleisthenes and his fellow Greeks?


Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey inspired Cleisthenes and his fellow Greeks.
7. Describe Arete, the Greek ideal or vision of a hero.


The more enemies you killed or woman they slept with made you more of a hero.  Heroes were valiant, strong, beautiful, men of action, and great achievers.
8. What surprising political move did the ruler Pysistritus make in order to consolidate power in Athens?


Pisistratus turned to the common Athenians for support undermining the hierarchy the aristocracy had enjoyed for centuries.  He lowered taxes and introduced free loans that allowed people to build up their farms.  By offering Athenians a chance at prosperity, Athens developed rapidly.
9. What was Athens' most valuable trading commodity?


Olives.
10. What Athenian product that was almost worthless at the time now commonly fetches millions of dollars on the Antiquity's market? What were the artisans who made these products main motivation in doing such good work?


Vases (Pottery).  Outdoing each other seemed to motivate them.
11. How was Hippias a different ruler than his father Pysistritus? What did he do to his father's reforms?


Hippias was a tyrant where Pisistratus was more fair.  Hippias took away the freedoms his father had given to the commoners.
12. What did Cleisthenes do in 510 BC? How was Greek society in Athens changing at this time?


In 510 BC, Cleisthenes overthrew Hippias and banished him from Athens.  Greek society was changing in that heroics and greatness was now seen as attainable by all Greeks, not just the aristocracy.
13. How had the Olympics changed from their founding to the days of Cleisthenes and how did this festival influence ordinary Greeks?


It was originally just for the wealthy and elite, by Cleisthenes’ time any Greek could participate.  Any Greek could enjoy glory and fame like they heard about in their stories.
14. Who did Isagoras turn to in 508 BC to help him overthrow Cleisthenes?


Isagoras turned to Sparta for help in overthrowing Cleisthenes.
15. What happened in Athens while Cleisthenes was in exile? What did this do for Cleisthenes?

While Cleisthenes was in exile, the ordinary people of Athens took their destiny into their own hands and rose up in revolution.  For the first time in recorded history, people had turned against their ruler and seized power for themselves.

After the revolution, Cleisthenes was recalled from exile and asked to build a government, BUT he had to design a revolutionary governmental solution (no tyrant, or group of aristocrats).  He had to give the people a say.
16. What did Cleisthenes carve out from the hillside that was near the Acropolis and why did he do this? What was this the forerunner of?

He carved out a great meeting place for the citizens of Athens.  Rich and poor alike could stand and address their fellow citizens.  This is the forerunner of British House of Commons, American Congress, and parliaments around the world.
Part 2:
17. Why did Phidippides run 26 miles to Athens in 490 BC? 

Phidippides ran because his homeland was about to be conquered by the Persian empire.  He ran for help to Sparta.
18. Why would conquest by the Persians be the destruction of the Greek way of life? 

Persians emphasized obedience, whereas the Greeks emphasized freedom.  Persian rule could mean slavery.
19. How many Hoplites did the Athenians muster at Marathon to face the Persian army? How many men did the Persians have? 

The Athenians mustered 10,000 Hoplites at Marathon.  The Persians had at least 20,000 men.
20. How many miles did Phidippides run in two days to get help for the Athenians? 

140 miles in 2 days.
21. Who actually won the battle of Marathon? 

The Greeks.
22. How was the Athenian leader Themistocles different than all the other Athenian leaders that came before him? What was Themistocles worried about while he ruled Athens? 

He didn’t come from the inner-circle of the land-owning aristocracy.  Wouldn’t have been educated the same.  He was worried that the Persians may come again in greater numbers with greater weapons.  
23. What new advanced weapon did Themistocles invest in to increase Athenian military power? 

Trireme. Very fast ships. Used to ram enemy ships.  
24. How did Themistocles sell his idea to the Athenians and what was the result? 

He argued that Athens should use the money from the silver deposit to build ships to protect them from Aegina.  
25. What was the first declaration of the Persian king Xerxes after he replaces his father Darius on the throne? What else did he do? 

Xerxes vowed vengeance for his father’s defeat at the hands of the Athenians (burn Athens to the ground).  Conscripted troops from every corner of his empire – Arabians, Egyptians, Persians, Phoenicians. 
26. Why did the Athenians send messengers to Delphi when the Persian Army again invaded in 480 BC? What did the Oracle tell them? 

To hear about their fate from the gods (meet with Oracle)  What could they do to save themselves?  The oracle told them “Why sit you doomed ones?  Fly to the ends of the Earth.”  The god of fire and war will defeat you.
27. Who was the one person who didn't panic at the Oracle's news and how did he interpret the second prediction of the Oracle? 

Themistocles.  He believed the triremes were the wooden wall, not the Acropolis.
28. What does Themistocles convince the Athenian citizens to do and what ends up happening to the city of Athens? 

He convinced the citizens of Athens to fight the Persians on water and avoid battle on land.  Athenians vacate the city and go Salamis.
Persians burn the temples and Acropolis to the ground while Athens is abandoned.  
29. How did Themistocles' fleet of Triremes use the size of the Persian fleet against them? Who wins the battle?

He sets up so that the Persians have to fight on the water in the narrow Straits of Salamis between Salamis and the Greek mainland, giving them no room to maneuver.  The triremes could reign down on them with no mercy.  The Greeks win the battle.
30. How many ships did the Persians lose at the battle of Salamis? What does this do to the Persian invasion? 

The Persians lost 200 ships.  As a result, the Persians can no longer feed their army or guarantee safe return for Xerxes.  They must return immediately to Persia while the going is good. 
31. What was the name of the alliance that the Athenians created after the defeat of Persia? What was this alliance's purpose? 

The Delian League.  A group of Greek city states that would unite to keep the Persians in check.
32. How did the battle of Salamis affect Athens as a regional power economically and politically? 

After the Battle, Athens had become head of the Delian League.  Their naval supremacy gave them economic power.  Athens became a city of a vast Mediterranean trading network. 
33. What happened to an Athenian whose name was placed too many times in the “Ostraka” and why did the Athenians do this? 

That person would be ostracized and banished from the city.  This was the Athenians method of protecting their democracy – keeping any individual from becoming too powerful.
34. Why did the Athenians ostracize Themistocles in 472 BC and what eventually happened to him? Who became the leader of Athens after Themistocles? 

Athenians didn’t like being reminded of what they owed Themistocles – He had gotten too big.  Pericles became the new leader.
35. How was Pericles different than Themistocles in social class and what was his goal for Athens? 

Pericles was born into one of Athens’ most elite families (father general, mother a leading political family).  His goal was to turn Athens into the center of an empire.  
36. What building complex was the center of Pericles building program and how much money was Pericles willing to spend on it in today's terms? 

A new Parthenon – temple to Athena. It would have cost $1 billion in today’s terms.
37. What did Pericles' critics have to say when the Parthenon was complete? What did the Parthenon become the symbol of? 

His critics were silenced.  The Parthenon became a symbol of Athens’ empire.  It was the mark of Athens’ wealth, power, and artistic genius.
38. How long is the Parthenon Frieze? What was its subject or what was “heroized” in this frieze?

500 feet long.  It was a stretch of carved marble running around the inner wall of the Parthenon.  
A group of Athenians, representing democracy, was heroized here.
39. What was the occupation of Pericles' partner Aspasia? Why was her relationship to Pericles a scandal? 

Aspasia was a “companion” – like a well-spoken prostitute with excellent social skills.  Their relationship was a scandal because Pericles treated her as an equal in social circles.
40. What were the favorite subjects of the Athenian theater, and what was the typical plot line of these stories? 

The favourite subjects were tragedies. 
People enjoyed watching great men falling from heights and losing everything they own.  It was a reminder of how frail greatness could be.
41. How do historians know that Athens was the heart of a cultural revolution that spread across Greece? 

Because everything they did in Athens (theatre/stories) would spread to other Greek-city states, and around the world.
Part 3:

42. What daring plan did Pericles present to the Athenians in the year 431 BC? Why did he do this? 

Pericles planned on vanquishing Sparta because they were the only other city-state that matched Athens.  A victory would make Athens the undisputed leaders of the Mediterranean.  
43. What was Pericles' strategy to defeat the Spartans and how did this play to Athenian strengths? 

His plan was to have Athenians abandon their land around Sparta and hide behind their walls, until Spartans realized they’d only be able to fight them on the water, playing into Athens naval supremacy.  
44. What did Greeks like Socrates do with the astronomical knowledge of the Babylonians? 

They used Babylonian astronomical knowledge not for religious purposes, but to understand movement of moons and stars; birth of science.
45. What was Socrates favorite subject of study? What does Socrates think people should make every decision based on? 

Socrates liked studying people (and how they should use reason and logic).  People should make decisions based on their own understanding of good/bad and right/wrong.
46. What did the Spartans do in 430 BC and what did the Athenians do? 

Spartans burned all the crops.  Athenians stood and watched.
47. What additional cargo did the grain boats that fed the city of Athens bring with them at the end of the first year of war? How did this affect the city? 

Plague.  It devastated Athens.  Men cared not for religion.  1/3 population died.
48. What happened to Pericles in 429 BC? How does Donald Kagan explain the failure of Pericles' plans? 

Pericles contracted the plague and died.  The plans failed b/c Pericles underestimated things that were out of his control.
49. What happened to the Athenian generals who could not pick up their men who had fallen overboard in battle? Who was the only Athenian who stood up to defend the generals? 

They were thrown into prison when they returned home where they were to be tried and executed.  Socrates tried to defend them.
50. Why did the Athenians decide to defend the Greek colony on Sicily and attack Syracuse in 415 BC? How did it turn out for the Athenians? 

Syracuse was allied with Sparta.  They attacked Sicily, and Sicily asked Athens to help them.  Athens thought it was a good chance to embarrass Sparta through defeating Syracuse and adding Sicily to their empire at the same time.
Athens was disorganized and they were slaughtered – army, navy, everything destroyed.
51. What did the Persians do to the Athenians after Athens' defeat at Syracuse? 

The Persians teamed up with the Spartans and gave them a naval fleet to help them do battle with Athens.
52. What did the Spartans use their navy and what did this do to the Athenians? 

The Spartans used their new navy to create a naval blockade in Athenian harbours which cut off the Athenians supply behind the walls.  Athenians were starved out and surrendered.
53. What did the Spartans force the Athenians to do after they defeated them? 

Tear down their great walls, destroy their fleet.  Symbolic of ending the Athenians’ empire.
54. Who did the Athenians use as a scapegoat for their defeat and what did they do to him? 
Socrates.  He had been critical of how Athens was run.  They arrested him on corruption and questioning the state’s religion.

He was executed by drinking hemlock. 
